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uncle's fleet of ten; Lisbon collapsed; and Palmerston,
still haunted by the turf, wrote gleefully that " she has won
the race, though she has not got to the winning-post/' For
Miguel was.still in the field, foiled and fresh from the nameless
crime of burning large quantities of port, a sacrilegious act
which wrung from the indignant squire of Broadlands the
bitter cry, " There never was so atrocious an outrage/' But
at Lisbon they proclaimed the little Queen with her " sensible
Austrian countenance."

That month a king died at Madrid; and a strange chance
reproduced in Spain the same duel between a girl Queen and
a wicked uncle. The uncle, to be sure, was hot so wicked;
but the Queen, at three, was still more girlish. The issues
were identical, since Don Carlos, dull-eyed and prim, stood
for reaction, whilst his innocent niece became an unconscious
emblem of enlightenment. That cause was sustained for
the moment by her mother, a lively lady of twenty-seven who
ruled as Regent, consoled by a good-looking guardsman and
supported by a minister of striking tedium, in whom Pal-
merston found that " the wine merchant and the consul
predominated over the minister and the statesman." Worse
still, he had a warped affection for the Portuguese pretender;
and British policy in the Peninsula was unfriendly to Jesuitical
uncles. This attitude had stronger reasons than a Whig
taste for freedom or a merely frivolous desire to irritate
Metternich; since Palmerston, like Mr. Canning, was
primarily concerned to secure the independence of Spain and
Portugal from foreign (and, mainly, from French) influence;
and he retained a sound conviction that such influence " can
best be exerted over the Court of a despotic monarch and
becomes much weaker, if not entirely paralysed, when it
has to act upon the constitutional representatives of a free
people. The British government, therefore, perceived that,
by assisting the Spanish people to establish a constitutional
form of government, they were assisting to secure the
political independence of Spain, and they had no doubt
that the maintenance of that independence would be con-
ducive to important British interests." Such reasoning
inspired his activity in Peninsular affairs, his distaste for Don